Housekeeping Naturally

If harsh chemicals aren't for you, here are some handy natural housekeeping hints, just in time for spring-cleaning: 

To freshen the house, place a few drops of bergamot or orange oil in a simmer pot 

Mice don't like mint, so stems of the herb (or drops of mint oil on a cotton ball) will send them packing.  Bay leaves banish weevils from flour, cornmeal, and stored grains. 

Full-strength vinegar, mixed with a few drops of lemon essential oil, removes mildew from bathroom fixtures and shower curtains. 

